PRESS-RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Ewopharma and Vianex announce collaboration to distribute the essential antibiotic
Amikacin in Switzerland
Schaffhausen, 29 July 2019 – Ewopharma and Vianex S.A. are pleased to announce their new
partnership for distribution of Amikacin in Switzerland. Ewopharma will be the new market authorisation
holder for the drug and assuming all responsibilities of the former distributor Bristol Myers Squibb.
Amikacin is an aminoglycoside antibiotic used to treat a number of severe bacterial infections. The drug
inhibits protein synthesis of sensitive bacteria and is indicated for short-term treatment of severe
infections caused by amikacin-sensitive Gram-negative pathogens.
Amikacin is listed as an essential medicine on the WHO model list of essential medicines, highlighting the
importance of this drug in the fight against bacterial infections. In line with the WHO’s assessment, the
Federal Office of Economic Land Supply (BWL) also requires a compulsory stock for Amikacin.
https://www.bwl.admin.ch/bwl/de/home/themen/heilmittel/meldestelle.html
Ewopharma’s Dr. Friederike Skott, Country Manager Switzerland Ewopharma AG, comments: “We are
very happy to be able to ensure the continued availability of this essential antibiotic medicine, especially
in the face of current shortages of essential hospital drugs in Switzerland.”
Reto Schaberl, Director Business Development & Specialty Pharma Ewopharma AG, states: “Amikacin
fits very well with our strategy to provide relevant niche products for the health systems in our markets.”
Dimitris P. Giannakopoulos, President & CEO of VIANEX S.A. adds: “We are pleased to announce our
collaboration with Ewopharma for the distribution of Amikacin in Switzerland. This new partnership
confirms that VIANEX continuously enhances its existing network of collaborations. We are confident that
it will be a very successful partnership and we guarantee the continuous supply of this product.
About Ewopharma AG
Ewopharma AG, headquartered in Schaffhausen (Switzerland), is a pharmaceutical marketing company
focused on Central Eastern Europe and Switzerland. With more than 60 years’ presence in the region,
Ewopharma has extensive knowledge of these markets and enjoys a privileged position in the area. The
company covers all aspects of market access and commercialisation of ethical pharmaceutical and
consumer health products. Further information is available at www.ewopharma.com.
About Vianex S.A.
VIANEX S.A. was established in 1924 and has 90 years of experience in the pharmaceutical field having
demonstrated exceptional business achievements in a wide range of activities such as manufacturing,
licensing, marketing, exporting and distribution of pharmaceutical products. It consists of 1.050
employees.
VIANEX S.A., having four state-of-art fully specialized manufacturing plants, guarantees outstanding
production capabilities. Further information is available at www.vianex.gr.
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For further information, please contact:
Ewopharma AG
Dr. Friederike Skott
Country Manager Switzerland
T: +41 52 633 09 99
f.skott@ewopharma.com
Vianex S.A.
Mrs Lemonia Xenitos
International Business Director
T: +30 210 8009634
xenitoul@vianex.gr

References:
WHO list of essential medicines, (see section 6.2.2):
https://www.who.int/medicines/publications/essentialmedicines/20th_EML2017.pdf
Swissmedic Compendium, Amikin®:
https://compendium.ch/mpro/mnr/1128/html/de

